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פרשת ויקרא 

Our classrooms are filled with excitement as we
prepare for Pesach! The children learned all about

chametz and took part in a hands-on classroom
cleaning, carefully checking every corner and

feeling proud of their efforts. The children learned
songs like “Dayenu” and “Clean Up”. In the

afternoon nursery, children are building skills
through cutting shapes, exploring patterns and the

number 6, and learning the letter D.
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This week in Nursery...
Dear Parents,

We are continuing our Pesach journey by bringing the יום טוב
into our classroom! This week, we learned all about what is

chametz and what is not, and how we prepare for Pesach by
cleaning our homes and helping our Mommies just like in the

Cheder.
One day this week, we worked together to clean our

classroom. The children were very meticulous, making sure to
clean every corner and we even discovered some hidden

pieces of chametz in different areas! The children truly
enjoyed being part of this special preparation and felt very

proud of their accomplishment.
Our songs of the week, Dayenu and Clean Up by Uncle

Moishy, brought so much joy and energy to our learning.
We also had a very special and exciting visit to Ahavas Torah,
where we saw the many Tatty’s learning Torah. The children

were so quiet and respectful, it was truly a beautiful and
meaningful experience.

In the afternoon nursery, we are continuing to develop our
scissor skills and have begun cutting shapes, circles, squares,

rectangles, and triangles using dotted lines as a guide. In
math, we are working on patterns and the number 6. This

week’s letter is D.

Wishing everyone a beautiful Shabbos!
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Rav Pam, zt”l, advised great caution when presenting halachic scenarios to the public, as each 
situation is unique. This shailahisfor discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made 

by a ravorhalachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 
The Shmiras HaloshonShailah Hotline: 718-951-3696 2-3PM / 9-10:30 PM

A 
It’s rechilus that
Moshe was careless.

My friend Yitzy, who had been my chavrusa 

for several years, left kollel to go into 

deal. He called me to say that he wants a chelek in
my learning and that he was going to give our mutual
friend Moshe a check to give to me. I saw Moshe a
number of times and asked him if Yitzy had sent a
check. He said, “Yes, but I keep forgetting to bring
it.” After six weeks, Moshe brought me the check
and apologized for not having given it to me earlier. 

Loshon hora and rechilus are defined as communicating
something negative about another person. Since “Thanks for
the check” is not a negative statement by itself, we are not
dealing with loshon hora or rechilus. Rather, it is avak rechilus,
another category that includes implying something bad about
a person or causing someone to speak badly about him.  If
Boruch thanks Yitzy after two months, it implies that Moshe
was negligent in delivering the check. This is avak rechilus
because that report will cause Yitzy to be disappointed with 

1

Moshe or perhaps say something about him.2

Of course, if Boruch doesn’t thank Yitzy, it shows a lack of 
gratitude! And so, Boruch should ask Moshe if he may thank 
Yitzy for the check, even though he may need to explain why 

B 
if you ask Moshe
first.

Iwanted to call Yitzy to tell himthat I got the
check and to thank him. But if I call him
now, hewill think I was remiss in not
thanking him sooner. Or, he might realize it
took Moshe such a long time to giveit to me,
in which case he’ll think badly ofhim. Can I
call Yitzy to say thanks? 
— Boruch

C 
You’re not saying anything
wrong against Moshe.

Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy

he’s calling so late. Alternatively, Boruch could ask Moshe to
explain the situation to Yitzy himself. After that, Boruch could
call Yitzy to thank him personally.
If Moshe doesn’t want to have that conversation with Yitzy, 
then Boruch should still thank Yitzy, but he is not allowed to 
blame his lateness on Moshe; this is not a true to’eles.  He could 3

say: “Moshe and I kept missing each other!” Although this is not 
absolutely true, it is permissible to deviate from the truth in 
order to keep peace between people.4

No. Only Yes.What’s 
the 
Do youknow
the halachah?

Psak? 
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It was eighth-grade graduation 

day! The auditorium filled up with 

and cousins. “Mazel Tov” balloons
floated in the
air. Little kids ran
around excitedly,
and mothers
grabbed a peek at
the graduates, who
stood waiting for their big entrance.
Tanta Zehava arrived with her 
daughter Atara. Zehava’s sister, the 

This was no ordinary boy! 

Before little Moshe even began 

packed with potential
to become a great
talmid chacham. 
To help him get off to 
a solid start, the father 
decided he would 
give his son 
a rock-solid 
foundation. 
He’d make 
sure he knew 
Chumash and 
Mishnayos 
“inside-
out and 
backwards.”

 When Moshe’s 
father felt his son was ready, he sent 
him to learn Gemara with other boys 
his age in their small city in Russia. 

graduate’s mother, had saved her a
seat—a good thing, because there
were hardly any seats left! Atara found
some friends on the other side 

of the hall and sat
with them.
Soon, there were 
more people than 
seats. Some of 
the girls stood up 

to make room for the bubbies and 
mothers holding babies. 
Zehava glanced over at 

On the first day, the rebbi asked
Moshe to read the first word in the 

Gemara. The word
was “itmar—it was
said.” But to Moshe,
who was not familiar
with common Gemara
words, it said “Isamar,”
Aharon HaKohen’s 

son.
The class burst 
out laughing and 
young Moshe’s 
face burned with 
embarrassment. 
But his rebbi 
quickly came to 
the rescue. “This 

boy is brilliant 
in Chumash,” he told them. “He 
doesn’t know the word can be read 
another way. Never laugh at another 

Dedicated by Sandy Klein and family l’ilui nishmas his late wife Sarah, Sarah Braina bat Azriel Shalom a”h

Atara, and what she saw disappointed
her. The other girls had given up their
seats and were standing against the
wall. But there sat Atara, all comfy
while older ladies stood nearby. Where
was her derech eretz?
Why was Atara just sitting there when 
all the other girls her age had gotten 
up?

boy. Never scoff at how someone
pronounces things.”
Later, when this child Moshe became 
known as Rav Moshe Feinstein, the 
gadol hador, he wrote about this 
episode in the introduction to the 
eighth section of Igros Moshe to teach 
two lifelong lessons he learned that 
day:
The first was that sometimes, we 
have to see things from another 
person’s point of view. This became 
an important skill for him as he 
made decisions in halachah, some 
of which affected all of Klal Yisrael. 
And secondly, as his rebbi had told 
the class—never make fun of the 
way someone does things. The young 
Moshe had the inner strength to come 
back to cheder the next day, but 
someone else might not have done so.

 

I S S U E 7 8
S H A B B O S  P A R S H A S  V A Y I K R A 5 7 8 6

As heard from
Rabbi Yechiel
Spero, CCHF

Live Life
Better, Netzor

recording

Adapted with
permission from

The Other Side of
the Story, by

Rebbetzin Yehudis
Samet,

published by
ArtScroll/Mesorah
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Can you  the case?Crack

לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 
לע״נ בתשבע רחל ע״ה בת ר׳ שמעון יבלח״ט
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As a zechus for Elisheva and Asher Eshaghian • In memory of Chona ben Moshe z’’l • Dedicated anonymously as a zechus
L’ilui nishmas Yeruchem Yitzchak ben Menachem Mendel z”l. Dedicated by Daphna & Yossi Davidovitch

L’ilui nishmas Aharon Amrom ben Rochel z”l and Moshe ben Kalman z”l • As a zechus for all in need of children
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